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A UN peacekeeper speaks with women refugees at Farchana Camp in Chad.
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Introduction

In the year since we launched the first Peace and Security
Funding Index, elections around the world brought
authoritarian populist leaders and governments to power,
the United States and Europe saw an increase in hate
crimes, and violent conflict continued to affect civilians
across the globe. Within this dynamic global context, we
see both new threats to peace and security emerging
and long-term challenges persisting, like the protracted
conflicts in Syria and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Yet, people all over the globe continue to work to move
towards a more peaceful world. In Colombia, a longnegotiated peace accord was signed with the potential
to bring decades of conflict to an end. Around the world,
even in countries with contentious elections, we
saw the smooth and non-violent transition of power that
is the hallmark of functioning democracies. The hard
work of peace goes on, and while it may take years to see
progress, what we do know is that peace and security
funders continue to support it. In 2014, the latest year
complete data is available, 290 foundations supported
over 1,800 organizations with $357 million.
The hundreds of millions of dollars granted every year in
this sector are helping to prevent and mitigate conflict
and build stable, resilient societies across the globe.
Both in this report and on peaceandsecurityindex.org,
we once again showcase stories of the incredible work
peace and security funders support across a wide range
of strategies, issues, and contexts. These stories, as well
as the sample grants found throughout the Index, help
bring the data to life. They also illustrate the long-term,
evolutionary nature of peace and security work: though
all of the stories found in the Index directly correspond
to grants made in 2014, the work those grants supported
remains relevant in 2017 and beyond. With the 2,773
grants they made in 2014, funders built coalitions, trained
journalists, and empowered grantees to tackle a variety
of peace and security issues, laying the groundwork for
more recent funding and progress.
The 2017 Index tracks funding across 23 diverse issue
areas, many of which overlap with other sectors, like
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climate, democracy-building, gender equality, and
migration. The existence of peaceful, stable societies is
critical to the success of other areas of work: children
cannot be educated, health care clinics cannot provide
services, and economic development projects will
fail if people are experiencing violent conflict in their
communities. In other words, peace and security funders
are the “ground zero” of the philanthropic community:
their work provides a foundation upon which other
interventions can blossom and grow.
It is this interconnectedness with other issues that makes
peace and security grantmaking ever more important. We
hope that foundations, policymakers, and civil society
organizations will use the 2017 Index to advocate for
increased attention to this fundamental work so we can
continue to move towards a more peaceful, secure world
for everyone.
-- Alexandra I. Toma and Rachel LaForgia,
Peace and Security Funders Group

WHAT’S NEW?
For the 2017 Index, we refined our taxonomy and coding
strategies in order to present a more precise picture of
the peace and security funding landscape. Based on
feedback we received from foundations, policymakers,
and grant-seeking organizations, funding data is now
organized around three main categories—1) Preventing
and Mitigating Conflict, 2) Resolving Conflict and
Building Peace, and 3) Supporting Stable, Resilient
Societies—which expand to cover 23 issues (e.g.,
peacebuilding, nuclear). You can now see the regional
breakdown, top funders, and strategies for each issue.
By making the primary level of analysis the issue area,
we hope to provide a more detailed and nuanced picture
of the funding landscape that aligns with how funders
frame their work.
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How Much Foundation Funding Supports Peace and Security?

The following analysis is based on grantmaking by a set of
U.S. foundations whose grants data is publicly available.
It also includes foundations based in the U.S. and other
countries that provide grants data directly to Foundation
Center. See Methodology on page 11 for details.
Foundations of every size support peace and security.
The data set combines large and small grantmakers,
some of whom self-identify as peace and security
funders and others who do not. Of this diverse field of
foundations, 33 percent had total peace and security
giving of $250,000 or more, while 32 percent gave less
than $50,000. A full 38 percent of grantmakers made just
one peace and security grant. Grant amounts also fell
across a broad spectrum, with single grants as small as
$50 and as large as $9 million. The median grant size was
$36,000. These varying levels of investment indicate that
there is no one-size-fits-all approach to grantmaking for
peace and security.

PEACE AND SECURITY IN PERSPECTIVE
For 2014, this research identified $357 million of funding
in support of peace and security—an increase of
$74 million over 2013 due to a number of factors,
including improvements in the research methodology that
allow us to capture grantmaking previously excluded.
Despite this jump, the $357 million allocated for peace
and security in 2014 is comparatively small. For example,
funding for peace and security amounts to 8 percent of
the $2.7 billion that foundations dedicated to human
rights issues in the same year.1
As a subset of Foundation Center’s 2014 FC 1000 data
set, grantmaking for peace and security accounted for
just 0.8 percent of the nearly $26 billion in giving by
foundations in that set.2

TOTAL FOUNDATION GIVING FOR PEACE AND SECURITY BY RANGE, 2014

32%

$1–$49,999

3%

$10 M +

17%

$1 M–$9,999,999

35%

$50,000–$249,999

Source: Foundation Center, 2017. M=Million.
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13%

$250,000–$999,999

WHO ARE PEACE AND SECURITY FUNDERS?
The 290 funders included in the Index encompass a diverse range of grantmaking
institutions—from private foundations to corporate grantmakers and public charities.
This year, we are excited to include operating foundations in the Index. Rather than make
grants to other organizations, operating foundations distribute funds to support their
own charitable programs. For example:
• Stanley Foundation is a private operating foundation based in Muscatine, Iowa that advances
multilateral action to create fair, just, and lasting solutions to critical issues of peace and security.
The foundation’s work is built on a belief that greater international cooperation will improve global
governance and enhance global citizenship.
• Secure World Foundation works with governments, industry, international organizations, and civil society to develop
and promote ideas and actions to achieve the secure, sustainable, and peaceful uses of outer space benefiting
Earth and all its peoples.

TOP PEACE AND SECURITY FUNDERS, 2014
1

Carnegie Corporation of New York

USA

$36.1 M

2

Foundation to Promote Open Society*

USA

$30.7 M

3

Howard G. Buffett Foundation

USA

$28.5 M

4

National Endowment for Democracy

USA

$23.7 M

5

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation

USA

$19.7 M

6

Cordaid

Netherlands

$14.1 M

7

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

USA

$14.0 M

8

Ford Foundation

USA

$10.8 M

9

NoVo Foundation

USA

$10.0 M

Netherlands

$9.9 M

10

Nationale Postcode Loterij

11

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

USA

$8.4 M

12

Humanity United

USA

$7.5 M

13

Oak Foundation

Switzerland

$7.2 M

14

Susan Thompson Buffett Foundation

USA

$7.0 M

15

American Jewish World Service

USA

$6.2 M

Source: Foundation Center, 2017. * Starting in 2014, the Open Society Foundations’ grants data is reported by and attributed to the individual legal entities, such
as Foundation to Promote Open Society, that constitute the Foundations.
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What Do Peace and Security Grants Support?

This research centers around a framework of three overarching categories that support activities to prevent
future conflict, resolve existing conflict, and support stability and resiliency. Each of the three categories is
further broken down into 23 issue areas that more precisely describe funding for peace and security.

PREVENTING AND MITIGATING CONFLICT
Accounting for 26 percent of peace and security funding, this category includes grantmaking to prevent the escalation and
outbreak of conflict and mass atrocities, as well as grants made to mitigate active conflict. Additionally, grants in this category
look at the tools used in conflict (e.g., nuclear weapons, cyber attacks) and at efforts to mitigate or stop the various

SAMPLE GRANTS

manifestations of violence (e.g., terrorism, gender-based violence).
CONFLICT & ATROCITIES PREVENTION

NUCLEAR ISSUES

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

Carnegie Corporation of New York

Ploughshares Fund

John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation

to Auschwitz Institute for
Peace and Reconciliation

to United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops

to African Womens Development Fund

For the Bosnia and Herzegovina Educational
Program for Mass Atrocity and Genocide Prevention.

To build a sustainable channel of communication
between the U.S. and Iran through religious leaders,
and to help create political space for leaders of both
nations to further engage on the nuclear issue.

For a project to map and hold a donors’ convening
on sexual and gender-based violence funding and
programming trends in the Democratic Republic of
Congo over two years.

$25,500

$50,000

$200,000

RESOLVING CONFLICT AND BUILDING PEACE
Grantmaking captured in this category represents 22 percent of funding for peace and security; it includes support to resolve

SAMPLE GRANTS

and end conflict and to build peace, including grants for peace negotiations, transitional justice, and peacebuilding.
PEACEBUILDING

MIGRATION

PEACE NEGOTIATIONS

Nexus Fund

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

Humanity United

to United for Peace and
Community Development

to Urban Justice Center

to New York University

For its Iraqi Refugee Assistance Project.

To inform the peace process in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo through critical, in-depth
investigations into conflict dynamics by enabling
key actors to articulate a more nuanced policy in
reducing violence in the eastern Congo.

$500

$50,000

To share proven peacebuilding activities at the
grassroots level with other organizations and
empower members of society to promote peace
and transformation throughout Western Kenya.

$640,000

SUPPORTING STABLE, RESILIENT SOCIETIES
Representing the largest share of funding (74 percent), this category includes grants that contribute to building a strong, stable,
and peaceful society. Grants in this space cover a wide range of issues, such as national security and foreign policy, climate security,

SAMPLE GRANTS

and gender equality. Also included in this category are grants that lack sufficient detail to be categorized elsewhere.
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INTERNATIONAL & REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS

GENERAL-SUPPORTING STABLE, RESILIENT SOCIETIES

CLIMATE SECURITY & NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Stewart R. Mott Foundation

GHR Foundation

Ford Foundation

$10,000

to Citizens for Global Solutions
For helping to create a strong United Nations
capable of solving problems that nations cannot
solve on their own.

$92,400

to African Council of Religious Leaders–
Religions for Peace
For strategic planning and capacity-building for
inter-religious councils in Kenya.

Foundation Center and the Peace and Security Funders Group

$400,000

to Social Science Research Council
To facilitate the High Level Working Group on Mining
and Development in Colombia’s efforts to reduce
conflict, influence policy, and minimize the negative
impacts of the extractive resource industry.

FOUNDATION GIVING FOR PEACE AND SECURITY BY ISSUE FOCUS, 2014
ISSUE

AMOUNT

Preventing and Mitigating Conflict

NO. GRANTS

$94.1 M

712

Conflict and Atrocities Prevention

$13.5 M

155

Countering Violent Extremism and Counter-Terrorism

$11.7 M

92

Gender-based Violence

$4.3 M

117

Militarism

$3.2 M

28

$43.8 M

184

$5.0 M

57

$12.6 M

79

$77.5 M

808

Conflict Resolution

$7.3 M

96

Demobilization, Disarmament, and Reintegration

$1.8 M

23

Migration

$16.7 M

116

Peacebuilding

$15.7 M

220

Peace Negotiations

$2.5 M

24

Transitional Justice

$15.5 M

164

General-Resolving Conflict and Building Peace

$17.9 M

165

$265.7 M

2,022

Accountability and Transparency

$17.4 M

129

Climate Security and Natural Resource Management

$19.2 M

96

Democracy Building

$30.0 M

278

Gender Equality

$26.5 M

376

$6.9 M

38

International Development

$30.7 M

74

National Security, Foreign Policy, and Diplomacy

$35.5 M

239

$6.4 M

46

$93.2 M

746

$357.1 M

2,773

Nuclear Issues
Weapons
General-Preventing and Mitigating Conflict

Resolving Conflict and Building Peace

Supporting Stable, Resilient Societies

International and Regional Institutions

Rule of Law and Institution-building
General-Supporting Stable, Resilient Societies

TOTAL

Source: Foundation Center, 2017. Grants may be counted in more than one applicable category. As a result, major category totals may not equal the sum of
the associated sub-categories.
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What Strategies Do Peace and Security Funders Use?

Peace and security funders continue to prioritize policy
and advocacy work. In 2014, foundations directed
26 percent of their peace and security giving for policy
and advocacy–related activities, a substantial increase
over the 15 percent that funders allocated in 2013. The
emphasis on this approach in peace and security circles
suggests that funders believe policy levers are
particularly important for effecting change in this
space. Supporting research also remains a top priority.
Seventeen percent of grant dollars awarded in 2014
funded research and evaluation, often to bridge the
gap between the academic and policy worlds on topics
such as cyber-security, applying local knowledge in
peacebuilding, and foreign relations.

SPOTLIGHT
One Earth Future
Foundation: Funding
Partnerships to
Address Piracy
Oceans Beyond Piracy
(OBP) is a program of the
One Earth Future Foundation.
One of OBP’s focus areas is the
Hostage Support Partnership. In October 2016,
the Partnership secured the release of the crew of the
Naham 3 ship, which was hijacked at the peak of Somali
piracy. Of the 29 original crew members, one was killed
during the initial capture and two others died in captivity.

General support accounts for a modest proportion of
peace and security giving. Peace and security funders
provided just 16 percent of their grant dollars through
general support, slightly less than the 17 percent provided
by U.S. foundations overall. Over one-third (37 percent)
of the 290 peace and security funders included in this
analysis made at least one general support grant in 2014.

The remaining 26 survived over four years and have now
been repatriated. OBP continues to work for the release of
other hostages still being held in Somalia.
In 2014, One Earth Future Foundation provided its OBP program with
$1.5 million to support rule of law and institution-building relating to prevention
of maritime piracy and support for maritime security.

FOUNDATION GIVING FOR PEACE AND SECURITY BY STRATEGY, 2014

26%

Policy, Advocacy, and Systems Reform

17%

Research and Evaluation

8%
7%
6%
4%

Media, Publishing, and Productions
Capacity-Building and Technical Assistance
Network-building and Collaboration
Public Education
Leadership and Professional Development

General Support

16%

1%

Source: Foundation Center, 2017. Each approach, including general support, is calculated as a percentage of total funding for peace and security.
Grants may be counted in more than one applicable category.
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Where Do Peace and Security Grants Go?

The majority of peace and security funding goes to
organizations headquartered in North America. While just
over a third of the 1,800 organizations that received at
least one peace and security grant in 2014 were based in
North America (i.e., the United States or Canada), these
organizations received two-thirds of grant dollars. This
finding suggests that while funders are willing to support
organizations outside of North America, on average,
recipients based in this region receive larger grants than
their non–North American counterparts.However,
39 percent of funding to recipients based in the U.S. and
Canada actually serves areas outside of the region.
The largest shares of earmarked peace and security
funding focused on Sub-Saharan Africa and North
America (26 percent each). This figure represents a
grant's intended region of benefit, regardless of the
recipient location. The third-largest share of grantmaking
(20 percent) focused on global activities.

SPOTLIGHT
MADRE: Supporting
an Underground
Railroad for Iraqi
Women
MADRE, together with
its local partner, the
Organization of Women’s
Freedom in Iraq (OWFI), runs
an escape network that saves women
in danger. Through a community of local activists, this
“underground railroad” helps women and girls fleeing
violence and provides lifesaving aid, shelter, and safe
passage for women, including to women survivors of
ISIS sexual slavery. Women who seek refuge in OWFI’s
shelters receive human rights education to rebuild their
lives as empowered activists.
In 2014, MADRE made a grant in the amount of $89,870 to build the capacity
of OWFI to provide shelter to women survivors at risk of sexual and genderbased violence and advocate for peace and human rights for all in Iraq.

FOUNDATION FUNDING FOR PEACE AND SECURITY BY REGION SERVED, 2014

North America

26%

4%
Latin America
Global

20%

Western Europe

8%

Europe, Central Asia,
6% Eastern
and Russia

9%

Middle East and
North Africa

9%
Asia and the Pacific

26%

Sub-Saharan Africa

Source: Foundation Center, 2017. This map illustrates the proportion of funding intended to benefit a particular region, regardless of funder or recipient location.
Grants may be counted in more than one applicable category. Based on the regional classification system used here, the United States and Canada constitute
North America, while Mexico and the countries of the Caribbean, Central America, and South America make up Latin America.
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Who Is the Focus of Peace and Security Grants?

SPOTLIGHT
GPD Charitable Trust: Strengthening Civil Society in Syria
Launched in 2013, Syria Direct is a nonprofit journalism organization that produces timely,
unbiased coverage of the war in Syria and its impacts on the country. The organization trains
young Syrian and American citizen journalists in professional information gathering and indepth reporting, and publishes original news reports, interviews, photographs, and videos from
inside Syria. By providing multiyear seed funding for this work, GPD Charitable Trust sought to
strengthen civil society within the Syrian diaspora and eventually within Syria by building a corps
of trained journalists who understand objective reporting and use it to fight government oppression.
GDP Charitable Trust made a five-year grant to Syria Direct in 2011 in the amount of $605,000 to support timely, credible coverage of issues in Syria.

Over 60 percent of peace and security grantmaking
includes some type of population focus. In 2014, the
largest population-specific shares of foundation
funding focused on children and youth (11 percent),
women and girls (10 percent), and migrants and refugees
(7 percent). Compared with overall foundation funding,
peace and security grants are less likely to specify a
population group.

Methodology
This analysis reflects grantmaking by 290 foundations
worldwide that made at least one grant in 2014
consistent with the project’s definition of “peace and
security” funding.3 The data set includes grantmaking
by institutional funders, including private foundations,
public charities, and community foundations, but does not
capture contributions made by individual philanthropists.
Foundation Center and PSFG staff, along with an advisory
group of peace and security grantmakers, developed
strategies to identify grantmaking consistent with the
goals of peace and security and map this giving to a
funding framework that would be meaningful to the field.
PSFG also identified a set of countries considered to be
“in conflict” in 2014, which were used to identify additional
peace and security–related grantmaking.
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Grants made by one foundation in the Index to another
funder are included in top funder list totals, but are not
included in other analyses in order to avoid doublecounting. For example, a grant from Rockefeller
Brothers Fund made to Ploughshares Fund for its Iran
work is considered when calculating both RBF's and
Ploughshares' respective ranks as peace and security
funders, but is not counted twice toward the “Nuclear
Issues” category on page 7. Finally, the full value of each
grant has been applied toward the totals for all issue,
region, strategy, and population focus areas for which that
particular grant was relevant. For example, if a grant is
coded as supporting work both in North America and in
Europe, the total amount of the grant is applied to
each region.
Peace and security funders can improve the
understanding of their giving by providing more detailed
information about a grant’s purpose and objective in their
reporting. While we’ve made progress in reducing the
number of grants that appear in the “General” categories,
nearly one-third of the grants in the Index were classified
as “General,” often due to a lack of specificity in the
grant description.

METHODOLOGY
Conclusion
The 2017 Peace and Security Funding Index builds on our
inaugural work to reflect philanthropic commitments
to building a more stable, peaceful world. As part of the
ongoing effort to provide a nuanced, complete picture of
the peace and security funding landscape, we welcome
feedback and will continue to adjust our framework to
better mirror the interests and respond to the questions of
those working in the field. Finally, we hope that the Index
encourages other funders to join us in working towards
creating tangible, lasting, positive change for people and
communities around the world.

SPOTLIGHT
Colombe Foundation:
Campaign to RightSize the Pentagon
Budget
In 2012, the Colombe
Foundation launched the
“Pentagon Budget Campaign,”
a multiyear effort to reduce the
top-line Pentagon budget. The Campaign is uniquely
powerful because it includes ideologically diverse
organizations spanning the political spectrum, from the
National Taxpayers Union and Americans for Tax Reform

SPOTLIGHT

to Win Without War and the Coalition on Human Needs, all
working together towards the common goal of right-sizing
the Pentagon budget. The Campaign provides central

Carnegie Corporation
of New York:
Modeling GraduateLevel Russian Studies

infrastructure, a rapid-response funding mechanism, and
grants to its coalition partners.
In 2014, the Colombe Foundation made grants to several organizations for
their participation in and development of the Pentagon Budget Campaign.

To equip students of
Russian studies with a
more nuanced and clear-eyed
understanding of contemporary

Endnotes

Russia, the Middlebury Institute of International Studies

1. This figure of total human rights grantmaking for 2014 is based on findings

at Monterey (MIIS) designed a new model of graduatelevel Russian studies. Its Graduate Institute of Russian
Studies brings the best and the brightest among Russian

from Advancing Human Rights: Update on Global Foundation Grantmaking,
annual research that Foundation Center produces in partnership with the
International Human Rights Funders Group.

scholars, researchers, and analysts for periods of up

2. The FC 1000 data set includes all grants of $10,000 or more awarded by

to two weeks each to teach MIIS students, largely in

1,000 of the largest U.S. foundations. Of the 290 funders included in the

Russian. Funded as part of Carnegie Corporation’s
mission to promote education as a tool, and its priority to
help improve understanding between the United States
and Russia, the program aims to spark a revitalization
of Russian studies graduate programs throughout the
United States. To date, over 150 MIIS students have
participated in the program, as well as several hundred
external attendees. Additional funding in 2016 supported

analysis of peace and security grantmaking presented in this report,
158 were also included in the FC 1000 set.
3. Peace and security work is defined as a wide range of efforts to prevent,
mitigate, or resolve conflict and build peaceful, stable societies after a
conflict. For the purposes of this project, PSFG’s definition of conflict
includes recurrent violence involving multiple perpetrators and victims that
takes place in locations where there is a partial or complete breakdown in
the state’s monopoly on violence or perpetrated by the state itself against
a civil population.

the program’s expansion, including the launch of the
Monterey Summer Symposium on Russia.
In 2014, Carnegie Corporation of New York made a $346,700 grant to
Middlebury College for the Graduate Learning Initiative in Russian Studies
at Monterey Institute of International Studies.
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